2007 REGIONAL AWARD SCRIPT
Friday – 1st Award

Outstanding Volunteer Award

The phenomenal success of the FIRST Robotics Competition is a reflection of the commitment and enthusiasm displayed by our volunteers.  FIRST has established an annual award intended to honor the dedication of volunteers in each region.  To present this award please welcome ___________.

Friday – 2nd Award

Autodesk Visualization Award
The Autodesk Visualization Award is another award that is voted on by your student peers.  Your fellow animators have reviewed the entries to determine the team that best recognizes excellence in student animation and clearly and creatively illustrates the spirit of the FIRST Robotics Competition.

And they have learned just how hard it is to judge when the competition is so tough.  But one team illustrated how engineers can repair the damage done by global warming, and said that by thinking Green we can make the world “A Brighter Place”.

Congratulations to team #25, the RoboRaiders from Hillsborough High School, Hillsborough, N.J.
Friday – 3rd Award

Imagery

The Imagery award celebrates attractiveness in engineering and outstanding visual aesthetic integration from the machine to the team appearance.  Being creative and original makes this team not only look good, they make FIRST look good!

Inspired by the appearance of their Rookie-year robot, this team adopted a machine nickname of literary origin and has built a team image to match.  From their robot to their uniform to their marketing materials, this team has integrated an image that asks a key question.  The judges would like to know where’s Waldo?

Congratulations to team #1547 ,Where’s Waldo from Trafalgar Castle School in Ontario, Canada.
Friday – 4th Award
The Rockwell Automation Innovation in Control Award celebrates an innovative control system or application of control components to provide unique machine functions.

Their clear vision, balance and motion sensing capabilities enabled outstanding performance on the playing field.  The outcome of this award was truly “controlled” by their stereoscopic vision, integrated gyro and accelerometer.

Congratulations to team #375, Robotic Plague from Staten Island Technical High School from New York City, NY.
Friday – 5th Award

The Xerox Creativity Award celebrates creative design, use of a component, or a creative or unique strategy of play.  Whether you want to call it “thinking outside the box”, or “pushing the envelope”, this winning team demonstrates that it has creatively gone beyond the norm in tackling this year’s game challenge.

The use of a unique material in the design and development of the robot made it a clear winner for the Xerox Creativity Award.  The team spokesperson clearly articulated the value of using a material that was light weight, resilient and could protect delicate machine components.  But, wow was it expensive!  So, they figured out how to make this high-tech material themselves in their school.

Congratulations to team #293,  S.P.I.K.E. from Hopewell Valley Central High School, Pennington, N.J.
Friday – 6th Award

The Delphi “Driving Tomorrow’s Technology” Award celebrates an elegant and advantageous machine feature including, but not limited to:  design, wiring methods, material selection, programming techniques, and unique machine attributes.  The team that wins this award must be able to describe in concise terms verbally, as well as demonstrate, the chosen machine feature.

With a well-designed and integrated arm and wrist action, this team easily handled and scored their ringers.  Wide-vision enabled them to steer and control their 97 pound lightweight contender and to bring home the Delphi “Driving Tomorrow’s Technology” trophy.

Congratulations to team #237, The T.R.I.B.E. from Watertown High School, Watertown, Conn.

Friday – 7th Award

Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers Entrepreneurship Award

The Kleiner, Perkins, Caufield & Byers Entrepreneurship Award celebrates the entrepreneurial spirit of a team which, since its inception, has developed the framework for a comprehensive business plan in order to scope, manage, and obtain team objectives and also displays entrepreneurial enthusiasm and the vital business skills for a self sustaining program.  The Entrepreneurship Award honors a team that is unique, enthusiastic and well organized, and one whose well-honed business skills will keep them operating successfully for years to come.
This year’s winner has traveled a great distance in a short time.  They have seen the vision and have worked to include others in the FIRST experience by raising funds, conducting workshops and creating an interdependent community in their area that grew 400% this year alone.  Just two years old, this team is moving fast on the right trajectory.  They’ve formulated a plan, established their process and age getting results!

Congratulations to team #1727, Rex from Dulaney High School, Timonium, Maryland.
Friday – 8th Award

Judges’ Award

During the course of the competition, the judging panel may encounter a team whose unique efforts, performance, or dynamics merit recognition, yet doesn’t fit into any of the existing categories.  The judges want to give a special award today to one such team....

Challenged by the illness of their mentor and the need to use a borrowed workshop for the first four weeks of the build season didn’t stop this intrepid group from reaching a high level of achievement.  While overcoming these challenges, they also marketed their program, built partnerships and kept moving forward!

Congratulations, the Judges Award is presented to team #694, StuyPulse from Stuyvesant High School, New York, N.Y.
Friday – 9th Award

Website Award

The Website Award recognizes excellence in student-designed, built and managed FIRST team websites.  Eligible websites were judged and scored prior to this competition by an independent panel of judges.

The ballots have been counted and an awesome team has been selected to win this award.

Each year, teams work diligently on a website that tells the story of not only their team and its activities but also the meaning of FIRST.  The website that judges felt displayed the best design, ease of navigation, and depth of content entered for the New Jersey Regional is team #1676, The Pascack PI-oneers from Pascack Valley Regional High School District, Montvale, NJ.  Congratulations!
Friday – 10th Award

Regional Woodie Flowers Award

The Woodie Flowers Award celebrates effective communication in the art and science of engineering and design.  Dr. William Murphy and Small Parts Inc. began this prestigious award in 1996.  For the 2004 season, this award is being enhanced to honor more exemplary communicators in the FIRST community.  Following Dr. Murphy’s lead, FIRST wishes to bring more attention to these FIRST heroes.

The Regional Woodie Flowers Award is presented to ____________________.

Saturday – 1st Award

The General Motors Industrial Design Award celebrates form and function in an efficiently designed machine that effectively achieves the game challenge.

Using CAD programming, this team was able to successfully integrate the requirements of the competition and the talents of their team members, resulting in a rugged robot that reflects a high level of workmanship and quality.

These traits were in evidence on the playing field.

The use of ultrasonic sensors and the lack of failures allowed this team to maintain a strong offensive or defensive strategy.

The General Motors Industrial Design Award is presented to Team #25, Raider Robotix from North Brunswick Township High School, North Brunswick, N.J.

Saturday – 2nd Award &

                  3rd Award

The Motorola Quality Award celebrates machine robustness in concept and fabrication.  Quality is defined as a “degree of excellence” and a “high standard”.  We are proud to recognize this winning team and machine as the quality standard for FIRST.

They took the suction out of the box and redesigned and redesigned until they had a working offense.  A foundation of their robot was a sturdy platform that alliance partners chose for defense.  Although they designed for easy repair, creating a removable electronics panel for access to critical components and color-coded wiring and pneumatics, this high-quality robot was so robust that maintenance wasn’t needed.
For a top ‘bot seeded in the Top 10, the Motorola Quality Award is presented to...Oh, hold on a second....we have a double play!

After losing their sponsor, this team need to dig deep to ensure their financial footing.  Despite their need to focus on these basics, this team kept looking outward.

The Johnson & Johnson Sportsmanship Award celebrates outstanding sportsmanship and continuous gracious professionalism in the heat of the competition, both on and off the playing field.  At FIRST, sportsmanship means playing fairly, playing with humility, helping others, and not allowing results to compromise or drive your efforts.  This team has done it all.  And you helped make the Judges’ decision easier, because you too recommended them.

They came to the NJ Regional with a pre-designed autonomous program and set-up an on-site WiFi ranking database that they gave to their competitors along with lots of parts and help along the way.

For looking outward when their own needs were great, the Johnson & Johnson Sportsmanship Award is presented to Team #1676, The Pascack PI-ioneers.

Saturday – 4th Award

The DaimlerChrysler Team Spirit Award recognizes extraordinary enthusiasm and spirit through an exceptional partnership and teamwork.  The dynamic mixture of a positive attitude, camaraderie, and motivation lifts this spirited team above the rest of this large group of energetic competitors!
Beyond spirited cheering, this year’s team has moved this award to a new level as the Judges recognize how their passion is seeding enthusiasm for FIRST.  This team has developed training tools for other teams encouraging them to participate in the FIRST experience.  They have sponsored a local competition, which attracts over 35 teams, worked outside of national boundaries to mentor teams, sponsored LEGO Leagues in their elementary schools, worked with Girl Scout Troops and worked to receive attention from local television stations.  They’ve used the internet to draw attention and interest to their program and have succeeded in putting their team’s spirit and enthusiasm on the global map.

Congratulations Team #341, Missy Daisy from Wissahickon High School, Ambler, Penn.
Saturday – 5th Award

Judges’ Award

During the course of the competition, the judging panel may encounter a team whose unique efforts, performance, or dynamics merit recognition.  The judges want to give a special award today to one such team...

The judges have spent many hours debating which of the teams will receive the various awards at this event.  The accomplishments of all of you are fantastic.  We have listened carefully to your stories and we have been impressed!
This team faced the unexpected loss of all sponsors but pressed forward nonetheless and sought help.  Their efforts were magnificent to continue through a shortened build season to a successful conclusion.  With this long-standing organization, they proved they could manage the down times and still see their future is bright.  For persistence beyond the norm and as our vote of confidence that “you’ll be back”, we congratulate Team #41, the Warriors from Watchung Hills Regional High School.

Saturday – 6th Award

Rookie Inspiration Award

This award celebrates a rookie team for outstanding effort as a FIRST team in community outreach and recruiting students to engineering.

Despite being novices they designed and constructed a multi-functional robot.  More importantly, this team in their first year not only caught the FIRST affliction but also they infected another school with the mission of FIRST by inspiring them to join the competition.  This Rookie team is working hard to raise awareness of FIRST, therefore the Rookie inspiration.

The Rookie Inspiration Award is presented to Team #2191, Flux Core from Nottingham High School, Trenton, N.J.
Saturday – 7th Award

Rookie All Star

With 4 rookie teams competing here today, the judges had a very difficult time choosing just one Rookie All-star!  Today, we recognize an outstanding new member of FIRST!  Being the new kid on the block isn’t easy, but this winning team looks like they’ve been a member of the FIRST community for many seasons.  They may be new, but they “get it!”  Our Rookie All Star Award is presented to a team that has seen a clear path for future success.  This mighty team has a well-designed robot that is competitive on the field.  They learned more and have achieved more than the technical side.  Even as a Rookie, they reached beyond even their own state boundaries to assist another rookie team in need.  Seeing your way through the jungle of demands as a first year team is challenging, but this group knows the FIRST trail well.  No wrench in the works here!

The Rookie All Star Award goes to Team #2016, The Mighty Monkey Wrenches from Ewing High School, Ewing, N.J.
Saturday – 8th Award
Highest Rookie Seed Award

This award celebrates the highest seeded rookie team at the conclusion of the qualifying rounds.

The Highest Rookie Seed Award goes to Team #2180, Zero Gravity from Hamilton High School East, Hamilton, N.J.
Saturday – 9th Award

Underwriters Laboratories Industrial Safety Award

This award celebrates the team that progresses beyond safety fundamentals by using innovative ways to eliminate or protect against hazards.  The winning team consistently demonstrates excellence in safety performance that shines in the heat of competition.

Since their rookie year, 10 years ago, this team has strived to create a hazard-free work environment and promote safety awareness for, not only their team, but also for teams around them.  This team has designated two safety captains who have turned around some past problems and they display a continual PowerPoint presentation to ensure that everyone has safety as their main focus.  When it comes to safety, there is no monkey business for this team.

Congratulations to Team #103, The Cybersonics from Palisades High School in Pennsylvania, Kintnersville, Penn.

Saturday – 10th Award

Regional Finalist Award

You saw the great talent and enthusiasm of these outstanding competitors.  You were sensational and we are proud of you.

Congratulations,

Team #359, Hawaii Kids from Waialua High School, Waialua, Hawaii.
And Team #1155, SciBorgs from The Bronx High School of Science, New York, N.Y.
And rounding out the alliance, Team #486, Positronic Panthers from Strath Haven High School, Wallingford, Penn.

Saturday – 11th Award
Regional Winner

You all battled against the teams making up this winning alliance, and you witnessed how powerful they are aligned together!

Congratulations to the N.J. Regional Competition Champions:

Team #2, Raider Robotix from North Brunswick Township High School, North Brunswick, N.J.
And Team #103, the Cybersonics from Palisades High School, Kintnersville, Penn.
And rounding out the alliance, Team #1302, the Pope John Robotics Team from Pope John XXIII from Sparta, N.J.
Saturday – 12th Award
Engineering Inspiration Award

Inspiring others to respect science and technology requires passion, knowledge and commitment.  FIRST celebrates these qualities by presenting its Engineering Inspiration Award, the second highest honor FIRST bestows to a team.  This award celebrates a team’s outstanding success in advancing respect and appreciation for engineering and engineers, both within their school, as well as their community.

In only a few short years that they have been involved, this team has demonstrated an exceptional understanding of the values supported by FIRST.  Their partnership with the community, corporation, a very enlightened school district, and great mentoring has propelled this team on a rapid upward trajectory towards advancing the mission of FIRST.

They have inspired involvement by their school’s Administration and other teams, by hosting events to share and compare knowledge and strategies, they have committed the madness in May and hosted a kick-off this January.

Congratulations, the Engineering Inspiration Award goes to Team #1403, the Cougar Robotics from Montgomery Township High School, Skillman, N.J.

Saturday – Final Award

Regional Chairman’s Award

The Regional Chairman’s Award was created to keep the central focus of the FIRST Robotics Competition on FIRST’s ultimate goal of transforming our culture in ways that will inspire greater respect for science and technology, and to encourage more young people to appreciate the real life rewards and career opportunities in those fields.

The Regional Chairman’s Award honors the team that, in the judges’ estimation, best represents a model for other teams to emulate, and which embodies the goals and purpose of FIRST.  It is the most prestigious award presented at this regional competition.

The winner of this award will be invited to the 2007 FIRST Championship in Atlanta, where it will compete against the winners from the other 36 regional events for the Chairman’s Award.

And now, here’s what the judges have to say about this Regional Chairman’s Award team......

The Chairman’s Award recognizes the team who is transforming the culture to inspire greater levels of respect for Science and Technology.

Many other teams have mentioned this particular team for helping them during these past two days at the NJ Regional.

From the Science fairs to the National Science Honor Society
From Scout badges to VEX and Lego to Brazilian Robotics

Focusing on Woman in Science in Engineering

From Women’s Engineering Assemblies and now the NJ General Assembly

All the while being supportive of communities in need

From Hunger to Hurricanes

The future looks AMAZING for the WISE Team

From Us to You Congratulations Team #75, the RoboRaiders from Hillsborough High School, Hillsborough, N.J.
